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left hospital, paying them to be retrained, and eventually,
under the disabled persons (employment) act of 1944, en-
deavouring to register all disabled persons, and forbidding
employers of more than twenty-five workers to engage any
non-disabled person until they filled their quota of disabled
workers.
.Gradually, then, Britain is moving from piecemeal aid to
special categories of disabled people, towards an equitable
system of equal care and attention for all who are handi-
capped. Many historic differences however are likely to persist
for a considerable while; and among these none is more
striking than the way in which the needs of the blind have
hitherto been singled out for special attention.
This may have been because the blind beggar thrust himself
more appealingly than others upon the public attention. It
may have been because the blind pauper was more obviously
than most a pauper through no fault of his own. It may have
been because educated persons were better aware of the
seriousness of this handicap than of others, just because they
themselves felt that inability to read must be the greatest of
afflictions. Or it may even have been partly at least under the
influence of the early Christian legends of the healing of
the blind amid the sands of Palestine.
In the early nineteenth century it became clear that the
problem of preventing blind mendicancy was a double one.
A member of the young, intelligent, and able-bodied
minority might be trained to do useful and remunerative
skilled work, as much like an ordinary person as possible,
instead of being a burden to himself and a charge on the
community, with nothing to occupy his time or develop his
abilities.
The majority consisted of those that could not reasonably
be expected to earn more than the merest fraction of their
keep, especially as most of them went blind too late in life to
learn a new trade. If they were still active, the most that could
be hoped was that they might keep themselves contentedly
occupied about their little homes.

